Age-period-cohort models of chronic disease rates. II: Graphical approaches.
In a companion article we have reviewed a number of available modelling approaches employed in estimating the influence of age, period and cohort effects on chronic disease rates. Here we review some of the graphical methods for displaying disease rates with a view to extracting information about the separate and joint effects of age, period and cohort. The more traditional displays such as line charts are compared to approaches based on smoothing and two- and three-dimensional plots which have recently been proposed. Other graphical techniques which are principally concerned with displaying interactions, such as biplots and correspondence analysis, are also considered. These techniques are illustrated with examples to compare the techniques revealing their strengths and weaknesses. It is clear that graphical approaches can be useful tools in understanding the behaviour of chronic disease time trends.